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BORONIA PRE-RELEASE CENTRE FOR WOMEN 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.04 pm]: On Friday, 3 May 2019, 
I attended the 15-year celebration of Boronia Pre-release Centre for Women. Boronia is an internationally 
recognised purpose built and designed facility that manages minimum-security female prisoners and their children 
in a community-style therapeutic setting. You would remember, Mr Speaker, that it was established under the 
Gallop government and the then Minister for Justice; Attorney General, Hon Jim McGinty. The 15-year celebration 
was held to recognise the continued efforts and contribution of staff and community partners in the rehabilitation 
and reintegration of minimum-security women through a forward-looking model that recognises the diverse needs 
of women in prison. Heartwarmingly, many of the staff who have worked at Boronia over the last 15 years returned 
to celebrate the success of Boronia. Many have had distinguished careers in service including retired Victorian 
Commissioner for Corrections, Ms Jan Shuard, PSM; deputy commissioner Cheryl Clay; Ms Jan Allen, ACM; and 
acting Commissioner for Victims of Crime, Kati Krazlan. These women worked hard with staff to make Boronia 
a reality 15 years ago—to introduce a new way of thinking about rehabilitation and reintegration for some of the 
state’s most vulnerable women within a prison system designed for and by men. 

Boronia residents showcased the best of Boronia through the provision of catering and a display of items they had 
created to recognise 15 years, which included a four-metre long mosaic tile feature wall that symbolised what 
Boronia was to them. Keynote speaker Ms Jan Shuard, PSM, identified the well-thought-out planned design and 
strongly imbedded philosophies and cultures that were essential to delivering world-class women-centric 
community reintegration, none of which would be possible without the efforts and commitment of dedicated staff 
and community partners. Ms Shuard made special mention of Ms Jan Allen, ACM, superintendent at Boronia for 
15 years and inaugural recipient of the Australian Corrections Medal in 2018, as the key driver of the success that 
Boronia is today. Ms Allen was recognised for continuing to provide for the special needs of women and their 
children by providing an environment that is safe, supportive and appropriate for those in Boronia’s care despite 
all the challenges and pressures facing the prison estate for the last few years. Well done to Jan Allen and her team 
at Boronia for 15 years of success and recognition nationally and internationally as a world-class facility. 
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